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The Importance of Somerset’s
Traditional Fingerposts

SOUTH WEST

HERITAGE TRUST
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BAMPTON

Devon Dorset Cornwall Somerset



Somerset

Of which are in the
Exmoor National Park

North Somerset
Bath & North East Somerset

TOTAL

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Somerset County Council 100038382 (2014).

Estimates distribution of Somerset fingerposts using the ‘GP’ (Guide Post) annotation in the Ordnance Survey




Minehead
United
Trust
milestone
on the
A396 at
e L Quarme
o é%" Wood

- ; BT Ei e " N :}-"‘f‘,g
o oy S, L SO e (1)

T e SR TSR i

e 4 L A it

5 Ly L o N TP /i‘- AR
- L ¥ . A o u IV 7 PO Sl ) dals Bh s < g -



Bathpool 1890, by Harrier Frier.
Source MH Jones (2002). Harry Frier’s Taunton
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18 June 1880 Pt 2 Lrtrsner fo Wt Bliuttrs pir it phritsnit
Direction Posts covrgil/ Lo orecd mtirectirre pegad uf /WW

The Surveyor produced estimate from James Wensley of Mark for

supplying Direction Posts at £2 - 15 - 0 each. Ordered to stand over M

until the next meeting to enable the Surveyor to ascertain the amount . JMMWWMW%M&W/ W
for which they were originally erected WMMWW%%’ é/,

AXBRIDGE. Waterman’s Bow bridge
Bara. Repairs to Industrial School

21 Ju|y 1880 buildiugs g
! Y CLurToN. Direction post at West Harptr
arptree
Direction Posts LANGPORT. Further repairs to Hurlepool
bridge
The Surveyor produced Wensley’s Contract to supply Direction Posts A Repairs to Westport bridge
in the District for £1 - 9 - 0 per post in the year 1870, Also a Tender R e d"ggfl" g .
. . othelstone 1
dated 14 June last in which he offered to supp_ly themat£2-10-0 WINCANTON. Direction post, Milborne port. ..
per post but this sum being considered excessive the Surveyor was

directed to obtain fresh estimates by the next meeting

20 Aug 1880 pensied i s irtn s cordhod .

Direction Posts /é/”/”"'/”f/ /Z”’“/ 2 y0: -

) BRIDGWATER. Two new oak posts for direction

The Surveyor produced estimate from Albert Day for the supply of posts at Ashcott

Direction Posts at £2 per Post with two Arms and 5/- for every extra Faoes Repairs to Flintford County bridge
. . . o Egford %

Arm and he was directed to obtain further Tenders from Bristol and e Asthurs

other places for 20 Posts and Arms | Wers. ,,  Heath Rhine

WILLITON. - Blue Anchor sea defences

17 Sept 1880

Direction Posts

0 4 '
The Tender of Albert Day for the supply of Posts at £1 - 10 - 0 per a W

post and 5/- each for arms was declared accepted and It was resolved Zitssiprss’.
that the Surveyor order Ten at that price

Transcript from Axbridge Highway Board SCC Works Committee Minute Book 10th
Minute Book 1887 — 1883 December 1906 to 14" December 1908
SRO D/R/ax 32/1/4, Researcher Brian Murless SRO C/S/1/19
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Hardington Moor Tyning’s gate, Mendip Hills Wiltown, Blaé down Hill
(Devon)
HB & H Petter Foundry, Possible Albert Day Foundry, Bishop Bros. Foundry,

Yeovil Mark Wellington



SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL.
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Direclion posts are (o be -;ih.c':'d. in a position as clearly visible I 3 4 ST AT L :
as possible from each approaching read. X ; i ] e A
To be kept painted white with black letters. e : ! LS,
Arms to b;ll{lfﬂ:rnﬂtd]::rlk;mh sid:ls_ and placed, as far as possible Left: Drayving of the 1907 ‘uniform
S b i ha pattern’ fingerpost from the SCC Works

Letters to be not less than 3 inches in depth where possible. J |
The distance to be stated in miles, and, if necessary, quarters Committee Minutes 1907.

of miles, thus —Bath 3§ M. 2 :
Scale drawings may be obtained “on application to the County Above: A late 19th fmgerpogt at Berrow.

© Surveyor. . ; Photographed in 1980 before being lost.
Image courtesy of B. Murless




W & F Wills of Bridgwater fingerpost at Pedwell
Image courtesy of The Wills Collection
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Listed fingerpost - Extant

Listed fingerpost - Removed

Notable fingerpost - Extant

Notable fingerpaost - Survival to be confirmed
Notable fingerpost - Post or significant feature lost

Fingerpost type reference, see Appendix B
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Listed and Known Notable Fingerposts
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Blagdon Hill
Somerton g
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Sheldon foundry of Wells Westhay
Trull



Wells

Sheldon foundry of Wells

Heath House



Late Richard Bowditch of the Dulcote Quarry foundry in 2011



World War.
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EXMOOR IN

WARTIME
1939-1945
Jack Hurley

 SWEEP OF HISTORIC YEARS ACROSS
A QUIET COUNTRYSIDE

WATION - BEACKGLTERIALS  INVASION PERIL
S ARMY : EXMOOR MOUNTIES : CARELESS TALK :
SECRET DEFENCES : ENEMY ACTION
RICAN TROUPS © MEBICINE HUNT : SPY TOWN ¢
) EXMOOR SHIPS

Source: j Huley (1978). Exmoor
in wartime 1938-1945.







History of the Sheldon pattern fingerposts
War time treatment
Further unusual fingerposts



South Petherton Yeovil depot



Meare Green
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Forches Corner Bit further along!



Buckland Hill - 5t March 2017



