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Estimates distribution of Somerset fingerposts using the ‘GP’ (Guide Post) annotation in the Ordnance Survey 
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Bathpool 1890, by Harrier Frier.  

Source MH Jones (2002). Harry Frier’s Taunton 



 

18 June 1880  

Direction Posts 

  

The Surveyor produced estimate from James Wensley of Mark for 

supplying Direction Posts at £2 - 15 - 0 each. Ordered to stand over 

until the next meeting to enable the Surveyor to ascertain the amount 

for which they were originally erected 

  

  

21 July 1880  

Direction Posts 

  

The Surveyor produced Wensley’s Contract to supply Direction Posts 

in the District for £1 - 9 - 0 per post in the year 1870, Also a Tender 

dated 14 June last in which he offered to supply them at £2 - 10 - 0 

per post but this sum being considered excessive the Surveyor was 

directed to obtain fresh estimates by the next meeting 

   

  

20 Aug 1880  

Direction Posts 

  

The Surveyor produced estimate from Albert Day for the supply of 

Direction Posts at £2 per Post with two Arms and 5/- for every extra 

Arm and he was directed to obtain further Tenders from Bristol and 

other places for 20 Posts and Arms 

  

17 Sept 1880  

Direction Posts 

  

The Tender of Albert Day for the supply of Posts at £1 - 10 - 0 per 

post and 5/- each for arms was declared accepted and It was resolved 

that the Surveyor order Ten at that price 

Transcript from Axbridge Highway Board 

Minute Book 1887 – 1883 

SRO D/R/ax 32/1/4, Researcher Brian Murless  

SCC Works Committee Minute Book 10th 

December 1906 to 14th December 1908 

SRO C/S/1/19 



Tyning’s gate, Mendip Hills 

 

Possible Albert Day Foundry, 
Mark 

 

Wiltown, Blackdown Hill 

(Devon) 

Bishop Bros. Foundry, 

Wellington  

Hardington Moor 

 

HB & H Petter Foundry, 

Yeovil 

 



Left: Drawing of the 1907 ‘uniform 
pattern’ fingerpost from the SCC Works 
Committee Minutes 1907. 
  
Above: A late 19th fingerpost at Berrow. 
Photographed in 1980 before being lost. 
Image courtesy of B. Murless.  



W & F Wills of Bridgwater fingerpost at Pedwell 

Image courtesy of The Wills Collection 
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Listed and Known Notable Fingerposts 



Somerton  Blagdon Hill Horton  



Sheldon foundry of Wells 

Trull  

Westhay 



Sheldon foundry of Wells 

Heath House  

Wells 



Late Richard Bowditch of the Dulcote Quarry foundry in 2011 



Source: F Hebditch (2005). Somerset in the Second 

World War. 

Source: j Huley (1978). Exmoor 

in wartime 1938-1945. 



Trull 



• History of the Sheldon pattern fingerposts 

• War time treatment 

• Further unusual fingerposts 
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Yeovil depot South Petherton  



Chipley Meare Green  



Forches Corner Bit further along! 



Buckland Hill - 5th March 2017 2nd April 2017 


